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IQ.  (C)  On  October  6,  Ambassador  Speckhard  raised  with 
Ambassador  Constantinos  Halistanis,  FM  Bakoyannis 1 Chief  of 
Staff,  ref tel  points  on  the  Kosovo  ICJ  resolution  at  the 
UNGA.  The  Ambassador  highlighted  the  potentially  harmful 
effects  of  referring  Kosovo's  independence  to  the  ICJ,  as  it 
could  detract  from  stability  in  the  Balkans.  The  Ambassador 
also  noted  that  an  ICJ  ruling  could  also  have  a potential 
impact  on  other  sensitive  situations  around  the  world  of 
interest  to  Greece. 

1.2 . (C)  Halistanis  responded  that  Greece  is  following  this 

issue  closely.  As  a position  of  principle,  Greece  prefers 
that  disputes  be  settled  in  international  fora,  such  as  the 
ICJ.  That  said,  Greece  also  understands  that  it  is  hard  to 
predict  the  consequences  of  referring  the  case  to  the  ICJ,  or 
the  eventual  outcome  of  any  ICJ  review.  However,  Greece  also 
sees  this  as  an  opportunity  to  get  the  Kosovo  issue  "out  of 
the  system"  in  Serbia  for  a while.  Putting  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  court  would  also  remove  the  matter  from 
day-to-day  politics  in  Serbia,  giving  the  Serbian  government 
breathing  space  in  dealing  with  opposition  critics. 

13.  (C)  With  regard  to  Greece's  vote  at  the  UNGA,  Halistanis 

reiterated  what  we  have  previously  heard  from  GOG  officials 
(ref  B):  Greece  would  welcome  an  EU  consensus  to  abstain  on 

the  Serbian  resolution.  Should  that  consensus  not  be 
reached,  Greece  would  "find  it  difficult  not  to  support 
Serbia's  resolution."  Halistanis  then  said  that  no  final 
decision  has  been  taken  by  the  GOG  on  this  issue,  and  he 
promised  to  pass  on  USG  concerns  to  FM  Bakyoannis.  He 
concluded  by  noting  that  Greece  has  a strong  interest  in 
regional  stability  and  that  this  interest  will  guide  its 
position  on  the  issue. 
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